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) 'P'\j)n:."'; we Jeaimed about a thing
sslerioug place somewhere on. fhe Calie”
where top-gecret dowa rn s float arownd, Dut
i earn mue It ahout 3t Pal Dickson’s veelul
Jmu ckcj’ of the diverso aad whiguitous institations Jowown

“ ﬂnﬁ' tanks” throws the CJ»(,lhr‘u* on this new 'J\lhl;-
bﬂhou dollar husincss 1hat js wansforming Amexica end
way oven be serving as 4 I;Jml of goeret government,

What are the Think Tanks of Dickeon’s title? They e
o pmhcv ar Jind of vescarch and devclopment (R&D)
outfit, They ean TJUM\, ox small, §
exoment-financed o J(“(,nduup The coucial thing “uuﬂ‘
“thom $s the wole they play. Unlike maay R&D) organiza-
tlons, hink an"w nelther conduct vesearch nor tudertake
devclopment, Instead they act, fn the author’s words, “es
‘& bridge betireen ]q»o\\lcdﬁ ¢ and power and

hetween scis
cme/lcchnoloﬁ 7 end pn]"““]mﬂdll“ in aveas of broad in-
teresl.” In shest, they are dgets of kuowledge--vwhich
they organize, trensmil, an d tangpose—rather than ereas
dors of Inowledge.

- -X£ you want someone to build you a bettor mouvchnpp
“you go to o conventional R&D Jaboratory wlere a scientist
will set {o work fnventing what you necd. But if you wang
fo Inow how many mice are In your hlock, what is their
.m]mlj struclure, hiow they organize thelr ime, pad what
function they scrve in relali o, o suan and his environ-
“suent, then you bad betier go to Diinle tanls,

I case this should sound like esotericwark for a hend.
ful of dveamy scientists and ceonomists, think agabu NED
:t<‘ big husiness, and it is gelling 'J ,r; r ”-H ﬂl” time, "This
Syear 11 will hit an oJUmaLcd G528 billi aore 1han the
Sonual budget of an average-sized Kuie rcm n ztjon.'\lmc
fhao half thal s comes out of the federal treasury--
that s, out of our pockets in the forra of taxes, This yea’s
foderal RED budzet Is estimated at $1.6 billion, Asrecently
a3 1957 itwas o,ﬂ) 53 hillion. ~

"Mhe UL, today spends more cach year on spaee ye-
“soarch wlone—only w ¢ “emall part of the R&D Ludget-than
it cost to vum the eative government in 1927, Ovm the past

decade more than t,,‘}.‘)t) billion has ])ccn spent on }\ul)
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Ndlﬂ]dﬂ) berc has heen a proliferation of intitnics, agen-
¢ies, and think tarks to ebsorh
blmplmh of veal ov imagined necds to get maore of ity

RED 38 compozed of three hasie reivities: hasic xe- '

(m(h, or cxploration of the wnknown; applied yesearch,
divected tovard :\pmmc need; and development, the
use of researcl fo produce tangl e objects, methods, or
sound. vague, but it has to be in order
10 cover the mulitude of activities that encompass R&D:
from, the design of a now prelear warhead to a preject for
{he fulegration of a school district,
Without &0 there would, of course
ples, no slyroloam eggs, no colox i\

. he no Tunar mod-
and 411.0 AN,
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Whether 0w ot this would bheallesingisa
dilferent ordern In o fodd lnwofogical
veation is cestuiial to survival, Withows
of new fnveations and LL(J’qu( Yoo ¥ {0 )
dr Qi in the pellution and destruciion ¢a sed b/
vious uventions, Thus RED, by promising to make

& el

aighi

to]eu
~ablo the dutolrrable 'lnlﬂfo it has ucﬂteﬂ Giag pr mmf«?
brtldn ol eecurity for ﬂ\c]F
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Fsamining the nation’s Jeading ¥
’Lcumsmg people Invelved in a wide variely of active
ties, Yaul Rickson, a-young Jom....alm on & graut from
h o American. Political Science Association, Nas don @
Tial and Dighly veadablo job of journalistic yeporting.
'17* Tanks tells us what RED is oll #howt, Takes vs be-
1 the soenes of some’ major o:.ran:uahon roakes 8 fow
cditorial judgments about the kind of works ‘1:\,; (To, and
Yenves us .mc%nr better informed, i not nocessarily wisen,
I ha hed dug (mcycm beneath lhc suvface and uchd more
of the wight kind of questions, he might have Oommmmtb
aiz even nove ponclraling a md impoertant study,

Ameng seme of the organizations studicd by Dickson
% the Tustitnte for Delense Andalysis, & top-secret, Yen
tagon-fopneed think tank that plots'seenarios for )\udcu.
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